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FCC sets up showdown over 
what you can see on internet 


TELECOM TITANS 
VS. TECH GIANTS 


Feds’ plan would roll back 
Obama-era rules 


By CECILIA KANG 
The New York Times 


The Federal Communications 


Commission (FCC) released a plan 


Tuesday to dismantle landmark 
regulations that ensure equal 
access to the internet, clearing the 
way for internet-service compa- 


nies to charge users more to see 
certain content and to curb access 
to some websites. 

The proposal, made by the FCC 
chairman, Ajit Pai, is a sweeping 
repeal of rules put in place by the 
Obama administration. The rules 
prohibit high-speed internet-ser- 
vice providers, or ISPs, from stop- 
ping or slowing down the delivery 
of websites. They also prevent the 
companies from charging custom- 
ers extra fees for high-quality 
streaming and other services. 

The announcement set off a 
fight over free speech and the 


control of the internet, pitting 
telecom titans like AT&T and Veri- 
zon against internet giants like 
Google and Amazon. The internet 
companies warned that rolling 
back the rules could make the 
telecom companies powerful gate- 
keepers to information and enter- 
tainment. The telecom companies 


say the existing rules prevent them 


from offering customers a wider 
selection of services at higher and 
lower prices. 

“Under my proposal, the federal 
government will stop microman- 
aging the internet,” Pai said ina 


statement. “Instead, the FCC 
would simply require internet 
service providers to be transparent 
about their practices so that con- 
sumers can buy the service plan 
that’s best for them.” 

Pai, a Republican who has pur- 
sued an aggressive deregulation 
agenda, was widely expected to 
see his plan approved during a 
meeting Dec. 14. The two other 
Republicans on the commission 


See > INTERNET, A11 


Q&A: What net neutrality is, 
and why it matters > A11 


Good Thanksgiving plan: Stay inside 


NEXT FEW DAYS EXPECTED TO BRING ‘COPIOUS’ RAINFALL, RECORD HIGH TEMPERATURES 


ALAN BERNER / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


Pedestrians huddle at the corner of First Avenue South and South Main Street in Seattle as they wait for a light to change on Tuesday 
afternoon. “November as we know it is here,” a National Weather Service meteorologist says. 


By CHRISTINE CLARRIDGE 
Seattle Times staff reporter 


Record warm temperatures, flood watches and land- 
slide warnings forecast for Western Washington mean 
it’s going to be a better holiday for eating than for trav- 


eling and skiing. 


And frankly, that’s just as it should be, according to 
National Weather Service of Seattle meteorologist 


Dustin Guy. 


“November is our wettest month of the year, ordinari- 
ly, and November as we know it is here,” Guy said. 

Tuesday warmed up as tropical air from near Hawaii 
traveled on an atmospheric river, sometimes referred to 
as the “Pineapple Express,” and worked its way up to- 


ward Puget Sound. 


“Tt will bring copious rain and warmer temperatures,” 
Guy said. The high on Wednesday is expected to reach 
above 60 degrees, topping the record high for the day of 


58 degrees. 


The milder temperatures will continue through the 


night, dipping down only to about 55 degrees, and then 


climbing back up to a predicted high of 58 on Thanks- 
giving, 9 degrees above the average high of 49, Guy 


said. 


See > WEATHER, A6 


KEN LAMBERT / THE SEATTLE TIMES 
Geof Miller does his good deed of the day in his Green Lake neighborhood 
by unclogging a drain on Tuesday, as a tropical blast of warm air starts 
pumping into the Puget Sound region. 


Urquhart 
should be 
charged, 
Renton 
police say 


INVESTIGATION 
OF GROPING ALLEGATION 


Prosecutor to decide 
on possible felony charge 


By LEWIS KAMB 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Probable cause exists to charge 
King County Sheriff John 
Urquhart with a sexual-assault 
crime for allegedly groping a 
former deputy more than three 
years ago, according to a Renton 
police investigator’s formal rec- 
ommendation to prosecutors. 

“This case is 
being forwarded 
for review of 
charges of the 
felony crime of 
Sexual Indecent 
Liberties ... As- 
sault with Sexual 
Motivation,” 
Commander 
Daniel Figaro 
wrote in his 
probable-cause 
affidavit dated 
Nov. 14. 

Figaro’s nine-page sworn state- 
ment, obtained Tuesday by The 
Seattle Times under a public-re- 
cords request, details the reasons 
Urquhart should be charged with 
the offense after a nearly two- 
month investigation into groping 
allegations by former deputy 
Brian Barnes. 

Figaro wrote that Barnes gave 
consistent accounts about the 
alleged incident during several 
interviews on the phone and in 
person. Barnes also told the in- 
vestigator he described the al- 
leged groping to his priest about 
a week after it occurred, and told 
a former sheriffs detective about 
12 to 18 months ago that: 
“Urquhart had done something 
to him but did not elaborate on 
the details,” Figaro’s statement 
said. 

This month, when Figaro inter- 
viewed Robin Cleary, the former 
detective, she told him how 
Barnes “talked about his embar- 
rassment and Cleary’s impression 
was Urquhart had made some 
sort of sexual advance toward 
(Barnes).” 

Urquhart has vehemently 
denied Barnes’ allegations, call- 
ing them politically motivated. 
He filed a defamation lawsuit 
against Barnes over the groping 
allegation this month. 

Urquhart, in a statement Tues- 
day, said he took and passed a 
private polygraph exam during 
which he denied the allegations. 

He also pointed out that he had 
fired Cleary for dishonesty three 
years ago amid an investigation 
that led to the drug-and-theft 
conviction of former Deputy 
Darrion Keith Holiwell. Urquhart 
added that another deputy cited 
in the probable-cause statement 
worked on the successful cam- 
paign of Mitzi Johanknecht, who 


King County 
Sheriff John 
Urquhart 


See > URQUHART, A10 


The turkeys that aren’t on your plate 
are raising quite a ruckus in suburbia 


By KIRK JOHNSON 
The New York Times 


For most Americans, turkeys 


come in plastic, from supermarkets. 


Their feathers are gone. Their gob- 
ble has been silenced. They are 
certainly not scaring the bejesus 
out of your dog, or attacking your 
car because they have seen a reflec- 


tion of themselves in the grillwork 
and wrongly perceived an enemy 
worthy of attack. 

It turns out that genuine, free- 
range wild turkeys — not to be 
confused with the farm-raised kind 
that most people will overcook on 
Thursday — are increasingly find- 
ing their free range to include sub- 


urbs from New England to Califor- 
nia and lots of spots between. 

Human-turkey conflicts are on 
the rise. 


A few weeks before Thanksgiving 


last year, for example, Ashley Kruse 
noticed that glass from a second- 
story window of her house in Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Iowa, had shattered onto 


her driveway. She walked upstairs 
to find a room covered in blood and 
turkey feathers. A turkey had 
smashed its way inside, for reasons 
only a turkey could say. 

“He left a mess, but he was no 
longer there,” said Kruse, who 
works for the city. “It was disgust- 
ing and hilarious at the same time.” 

The turkey-trashed room had to 
be repainted and recarpeted, she 
said. 

As a nation, we have done this to 
ourselves. Starting in the early 
1950s, wild turkeys were reintro- 


duced into states where they had 
fallen on hard times as their habitat 
shrunk, and newly introduced — 
often with enthusiastic state partic- 
ipation — into places like the Pacific 
See > TURKEYS, A10 
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